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Visitors came form all over the world to see Dr. Montessori’s « Miracle Cl'xilc]rcn,” the

lntrodiiction

- ——

children in her first Casa dei Bambini in Kome, ]talg.

The P}wenomenon attracting so much attention was the rumor of “miracle children” from poor
illiterate families who bcgan writing and reacling sPontaneously after working with Dr.

Montessori’s very simP]c materials.

Dr. Montessori did not set out to teach children to read and write. She attributed these
“cxplosions” into rcading and writing to the hidden 5Piritual and intuitive energies of the child.

The world was looking for her “secret” method. The method wasn’t some secret or a miracle

Thc kcg was and is the hidden Potential of the child.

“We are here to offer to this life, which came into the world by itself, the means necessary for its development, and
having done that we must await this development with respect.”

- Maria Montessori

Montessori KClv/jS

Respcct for the Cl-nlc{

ln understanding Montessori Ec]ucation itis imPortant to note that Dr. Montessori had an enormous respect

for the mgstcrious thinking powers within the child and stragec{ from any direct interference with their natural
umcolc{ing.

Trust
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Montessori is about trust. Maria Montessori trusted the child to grow according to his own internal natural
Plan. T rust the Montessori environment and all of the rich exPcricnccs it has to offer. T rust the teacher to

PFCSCWS ancl guic’e tl’le PFOCCSS.

Auto-education
Hcr resolute trust in the powers of the child to auto-educate (teaclﬁ themse|ves) led her to aPProaclﬂ the subject
of literacg indirectlﬂ. T}jpica”}j Montessori children do not remember how theg learned to read and write; When

asked l‘IOW, most montessori children say « taught mgsel)c”‘

E_clucation th rouglﬁ Movement

Dr. Montessori’s believed thcjob of education was to ignite a sense of wonderment and call to the child’s
natural desire to learn. (Children should be free to move and exP|ore and should seek out knowledge. Children
construct themselves t}‘wrougl'l movement and Dr. Montessori said it is the movement of the hand which is the

instrument of the mind.

The Absorbent Mind
Maria Montessori believed children birth to age six acquire know|edge simpb }33 being in their environment.

She called this form of absorption “the absorbent mind.” Children are like little sponges that soak up sounds,
images, and languagejust !35 being Present where these things are available. However, unlike a sponge that gets
full and can take on no more, a child’s mind is never full. Thcg can continue to take in, organize and store as much

kliowledge is made available to them.

T he Sensitive Periods for | anguage
Maria Montessori coined stages of deve|oPment as Sensitive Periods. T he Sensitive Pcriod for language

bcgins at birth and is the Iongest of all of the sensitive Pcriods.

For more information on the Montessori chs visit our Montessori web page

“the acquisition of !anguage has a national as well as an individual signhcicancc.”

- Maria Montessori




| anguage as a \Vehicle to Peace

The power of the spokcn word can start war, create peace, unite People or
divide nations. Language unites or scparates individuals within a group and
unites or seParates the larger g]obal cultures of the human race. ]n this sense we
must prepare the child to explore language & literacg as a tool for thinking and
communicating with others. Language with  this meaning honors  Dr.

Montessori’s larger vision of world peace.
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Chilclren are able to work at their own pace through the sequence of Montessori material. Montessori is

individualized education.

Guidance & E_xploration

T eachers observe children and guide them to materials theg are dcvclopmcnta”g readg for. T eachers work with

children, assess progress éguide them to the next material.

\Sclmc~correcting, Alctivities

Within every Montessori work is built in a control of error that allows the child to self-correct mistakes.

Crcating, T hinkers & Building Selmc~cstecm

Briarwood teachers ask qucstions in order to clevc|oP children’s abilities to think and ProHcm solve. We  never

give answers. We ask ourselves “what else can | help the child understand?” So we stretch their tninking bg
matclﬁing a clﬁa”cngc to a child.

Building SClﬁﬁ_steem

Mistakes are golden oPPortunities for the child to build self ~esteem and gain a deePcr understanding of the

worl(.

(Children T‘eacning (Children

A child’s ]earning is more mcaningmcul when knowlcc{ge is shared in an effort to help someone else. [n a 3-6

classroom children hclp other children.

KeEetition
A child may choose the same work as many times as they wish. T!‘)rough rcPctition of the work

skills are Practiced and refined.

A Palanced A,pproach to | iteracy
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The Montessorl child benefits greatly from a balanced and complete aPProach to 1terac5
deveiopmcnt that mtegra’ccs a strong foundation in Oral/Audltory Development, \/lsual
Discrimination, Motor Freparation with PurPoseFu! Reading & Writing exPeriences.

QOur Montessori program immerses children in a ]anguage rich and sound saturated
environment that natura”3 Procluces writers and readers. We incorPorate listening and
spcaking, rcading & writing cxPcrienccs with focus on encouraging children to think about the
decisions theg need to make and the strategies theg need to use to see their way tlnrougl'x

these comP!ex multi-skilled processes.

A Ba!ancccl Approach to the Fcrson

T he Briarwood child is cncouraged to follow their Passions and interests, Montessori is an

education for the individual. As teachers we “follow the child” while being mindful of the
academic cxPcctations awaiting children in todays schools. To ensure children are
completclg readg for Kinclergarten or first grade we balance child choice with small group
teacher Prepared lessons. We make sure children are receiving time and the oPPor’cunity to
Practice readiness skills. Through our Teacher Choice Baskets children receive individual
workjust for for them and are asked to completc it at some Point during the week. Tcachcr
choice Paskets hclp to transition Montessori children who are used to choice & working at

their own pace to a system of exPectation of complctiorw of work within a givcn time frame.

FHow Montessori Chilc}ren | earnto Read & Write

______ EF el
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Briarwood Montessori children learn to read and write t}'\rough a long process of indirect

Preparation.

Tl—wroughout the classroom children have the oPPortunitg to work on and dcvelop Pre~rca&ing & writing skills.
Reacling & Writing are comP|e>< processes that call on children to Prelcorm many different tasks simultaneouslg‘

For children to write theg need to organize their thoughts, put them into words, remember the formation of the
letters and control a Pencil. T o read children need to visua”g identitg the letters, know their sounds, understand

the concepts of Print and comprehcnd the meaning of the text.

SCCl‘Ct Messages
The long process of Preparation begins almost secretlg to the child through activities in Practical life and

sensorial. Bg manipulating and repcating the works in these areas the child bcgins to develop the muscle
coordination, body strengtl’] and control, |istening si(i”s, visual skills & tactile skills necessary for success in later

rcacling and writing, (see “Literacg Works” Farent Hanc{book for cletails)

“The classroom sPcaks and the systems whispcr in the ear of the child whose eyes are wide open and whose

hand is seeking to reveal that which onlg the mind can ?u”y see.”

There are lots of secret messages that the child receives from the classroom. The materials are arranged on the
language shelves in an order that whisPers to the child. T he work on the shelves is sequential and as children
work through the sequence the movement and direction whispcrs to the child “left to right” , “toP to bottom?,

“return sweep at the end of the row”. Tlﬁese messages are kegs to reading success with books and other texts.

There are secret whispered messages to thﬁ Chlld embeclc{ed in everg corner O]C our MOI'}tﬁSSOI"i classrooms‘




E_njogment

A central goal for our emergent readers is to introduce them to the power and Pleasure of literacg‘ We strive to

insPirc a lhcclong love of reacling and to do our Part to create a nation of readers.

Our goal is to motivate children to learn to read and later to read to learn bg creating Positivc and erjogablc
first Iiteracg exPeriences. When a parent holds a child and reads aloud, when a teacher shares a story with the
whole group, when two friends sit togetl’uer in the librarg, reading becomes a Pleasurab]c experience. We believe
these memories will insPirc and motivate children to Pcrsist through the complcx and sometimes difficult stages

of earlﬁ |iterac3 !eaming.

iteracy for (_ ommunication
| iteracy

Ohne of the many functions of language it to serve as a means of interPersonal communication between
individuals. Language in this form is a process of cxcl'lange between listenfng and sPeaking and requircs the

development and refinement of Iistening and sPeaking skills.

Our goal for children is to devclop the abilitg to comPrchend the Ianguage heard and use spokcn language
e]qzectively to communicate thoughts, Feelings and ideas. We activelg support children to become thinkers and

communicators.

Litcracg for Reac}ing Success

Our goal is to support children on tl—xcfrjourneg to becoming fluent & efficient readers & writers. \We want
children to feel successful as users of Print and literacg and we encourage all of their reading & writing attempts.
Successgul readers read without stumbhng over a word and comPrelﬁend the meaning of what is read. Ourgoa|s

is to encourage children to Pcrsist through the cha”cnging acquisition of these skills.




cvergwhcre, all the time with everyone”

-Dr. Arn F_Pstcin

Children’s success in school and in life is dependent upon their ability to read and write. The importance of early
literacy development cannot be overstated.

Language consists of four systems: Two sPokcn parts - Listening & Speaking

T wo written
parts - Reading & Writing

100 years ago Maria Montessori said the skills in all four systems mutua”9 support each other and cannot be

seParated from one another. As the debate on how to teach reacling and writing to children rages on in toclay’s

scl’lools, we in Montessori know that clceP PrcParation and balance equa| car|9 success with very little

frustration.

The National Earlg Literacy Panel has identified 10 essential skills in car|9 litcracy achievement that Prcclict

later literacy success for children:

I.

D T s

Alphabct Know|edge

Fhonological Awareness

Rapic’ Automatic Naming of letters or numbers
Kapid Automatic Naming of objects or colors
Wri’cing or writing name

Fhonological memory

Concepts of Prin’c

Print knowlcdge
Keacling Readiness




Discriminatior\

Our Briarwoocl Montessori Ianguage program covers every essential area of literacg skill dcve|oPmcnt

T he Stages of Reading
E_mergent Readers -~ Fre~ Kindergar’cen through First (Grade
Early Reaclcrs ~ f:irst through SCcond Gracle
E_arlg ]:!uent & ]:lucnt Rcaders ~ SCcond through Thircl Grade

Children in this carly stage of reacling arejust beginning to grasp the basic ideas of books
and Print. Theg are working on:
| etter Knowle&ge - visua”g iclenthcging & naming upper & lower case letters
Fhoncmic Awareness - hcaring the sounds in words, hcaring sy“ables, rhgming,
Fhonics - learning the sound/sgmbo] relationships & committing them to memory
C;omprchcnsiorw of Book Structure - (cover, title, author)

Frint Comcepts ~ Directionalitg, SPacing, Frin’c carries a message

Our " mergent readers will:

1. Seek out and erﬂog exPeriences with books and Print.

2.Become familiar with the patterns and Pl’yrases of story languagc “said the cat” ¢ exclaimed!”
§.Under5tancl and follow the sequence of stories read to them.

+.Begin to acquire sPeciFic undcrstancling about the nature, purpose & function of Print.

5.Experiment with reading and writing inclcpcnclentlg througlﬂ aPProximation.




A
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6.5ece themselves as c{eve|oping readers and writers.

~ MMI NCME 2000, adaptcd 133 Sandy Becker 2009

The Montessori | anguage Curriculum (_omponents
guag P

Ora]//\uclitorg (SPeaking & Listening )Deve]opment
(dcve]opmcnt of sPeech, training of the car)

]mPor’cance:Oral Language is the basis for the development of writing and reading skills

Skills: Oral Expression, Oral Comprehension, Oral Storgte”ing,
Storg Re~te”ing, \/ocabulary Enrichmcnt

Listening Ski”s, Fhoncmic Awareness
‘\/isua] Freparation

(training of the eye for reading}
]mportance: Frcparation for Rcading
Ski”s: Sorting, Matching, Fattcming,C!assingng, SCquencing, | etter lclcnthcication
Motor FreParation

(’craining of the hand, training of the mind)

lmportancc:FrcParation for \/\/riting

Ski”s: Finccr GriP, Lightncss of Touch, Control with a ’cool, IFormation of letters

______ EF el
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lntcgration of 5!0”5
(Combining Ora]/Auditory, \/isual, Motor)

lmPortancc: Connccting the sound/sgmbo] association in Prcparation for rcacling

Skills: 50uncl/59mbo] Association (Fhonics), Exprcssion of thoughts with ngbo]s

Rea&ing

]mPortance: Devcloping conventional skills to become fluent readers

Ski”s: Frint Know]edge, Fluencg, Comprehcnsion
Word Building & Flnonograms, Sig}wt Words, (irammar

Writing
]mPor’cancc: Devcloping conventional skills to become fluent writers

51(1’”5: Frint Knowledge) ]nventecl Spelling, Fenmanslﬁip, Dictation, Joumal Writing

______ EF ng
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Farcnt ]nvolvcmcnt at Homc

How to Work with your Emergent Reader at Home:

Read ‘:requently to your childi This helps your child to:

i. (nderstand that rcacling is a social, Pleasurablc and worthwhile activity.

2. Become familiar with the “story languagc” that books are written in.

3. Becomc motivated to learn to read to self and to others.

Foint to the Words as you read them! T!ﬂis I'lelps your child to:

I. Sce that Print moves across the page from left to right, and from toP to bottom.
2. Notice what familiar words look like in Print.

Encourage your child to read environmental Print.

Be a role model - read & write in front opgour children

Encourage your child to read to goul

Kecognize & celebrate your child’s bcgirming reacling skills!

Frovidc Essential Communication:

Essential communication occurs when a busg mom or dad acknow!edges a crging chi!cl, ahurt
child, or a frustrated child and validates their experience. You are !aging the foundation for
listening to requests and statements. |n cloing 50 you are Providing a consistentlg effective
communicative exPerience for your child. Your child learns that

s/he can initiate communication and be heard. Your child will learn to reverse these roles to

become an effective listener and responder in the classroom.




Guest Keaclcrs

Farent ]nvolvement in the Classroom

\/o]unteer to be a Gucs’c Reader. Farent readers can come to the classroom to read aloud to

the children. (Guest Kcaders during story time can read our “Book of the Week” to the

class.

quterq Rcader

Volunteerto read a book on (CD. Children deve]op listening skills and Print concepts when

theg listen to a book on taPe. Bc a mystery reader for us and children will try and guess who's

mom or dad is the mgsterg!

Donate to our Rcading and Writing; Cause

Wish | ist

paper glue wash cloths
pens erasers stamp Pads
Pencils colored sand alphabet stamPs
colored Pcncils markers paper Punches
envclopcs paper clips hole Punch
staPlcs Post its chalkboards
tape stencils

children’s scissors chalk

g!ue sticks sponges

tracing paper Paint brushes

scrapbook paper sandpapcr

______ EF ng
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sticker s ]arge Push Pins

Home - School | iteracy (_onnection

We offer oPPor’cunitics for you to Participatc in your child’s !itcracg dcve]opment The

Fo”owing are current activities available for home use.

T ake [Home Pook Pags - take home a story bag and crjoy ciualit9 litcrac9 time with your
child. T ake home bags are located in the clining room cupboard and may be signed out as

often as you like.

T ake Home Journal - at some Point cluring the year your child will bring home the classroom

stuffed animal along with ajournal. Flease write about your adventures with our classroom

Pal, we read thcjournal entries every week!

Tlﬁe SckooLHome Lin‘( Activities - a simPle assignment for you to Comple’ce with your child

that focuses on one sPechCic literacg skill. Alctivities are sent home from the teachers on
Monclags and may be returned ]35 ]:ridags. These assignments become part oFgour child’s
developmental Por’cxcolio.

Oral/Auclitorq Kits - Practicc essential skills with your child

5’cor3~rete”ing kits
\/ocabu]arg Enrichment Kits
FPhonemic Awareness Kits

Visual Discrimination Kits

sorting, Matching, Fattcming,C]asshcying) Sequencing, | etter |[dentification

______ EF el
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Kesources

National E_arlq | iteracy Panel

NAEYC

American Montessori Society




